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The COSTA project is a conservation project that receives funding from the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Regional Directorate for Fisheries and the Archie Carr Center for Sea Turtle
Research and can count on a network of institutional and private partners. The goals of the project are to
gather information on sea turtles in the Azores in support of the development of a marine strategy by
regional management authorities, stimulate longstanding scientific programs and, to promote awareness
and best practises among the local community and fishermen. Activities are centred around four themes:
population monitoring (e.g. abundance), monitoring of pressures (e.g. fisheries and marine litter),
fundamental research and environmental education and outreach. The project manages a fishing observer
program for the Portuguese pelagic longline fishery targeting swordfish and blue shark, which is
coordinated by the Azores Fisheries Observer Program and consists of 2 full time observers. As such, it
contributes to the fulfilment of regional data collection obligations for this fishery, while pursuing its
conservation objectives by promoting best-handling practises on-board.
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O projeto COSTA - COnsolidating Sea Turtle conservation
in the Azores

O projeto COSTA é um projeto de conservacdo com financiamento do United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, da Direcdo Regional das Pescas e do Archie Carr Center for Sea Turtle Research e pode ainda
contar com uma rede de parceiros institucionais e privados. Os objetivos do projeto sdo a recolha de
informagdes sobre tartarugas marinhas nos Acores, para apoio ao desenvolvimento de uma estratégia
marinha pelas autoridades regionais de gestdo, estimular programas cientificos de longa data e promover
a consciencializacdo e as melhores préticas entre a comunidade local e os pescadores. As atividades estdo
centradas em quatro temas: monitorizacdo da populagdo (p.ex: abundancia), monitorizacdo da presséo
(p.ex. pesca e lixo marinho), investigacdo fundamental e educagdo ambiental. O projeto gere um
programa de observacdo da pescaria portuguesa de palangre pelagico dirigido a espadarte e tintureira,
coordenado pelo Programa de Observacdo das Pescas dos Acores (POPA) e tem, a colaborar, dois
observadores a tempo inteiro. Desta forma, contribui para o cumprimento das obrigagdes regionais de
recolha de dados desta pescaria a0 mesmo tempo que cumpre 0s Seus objetivos de conservagéo,
promovendo as melhores préticas a bordo.
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