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The objective of this work was to present the Brazilian experience in the management of the problem:
“Interaction of sea turtles with pelagic longline fishing”, emphasizing the challenges of implementing
routines to obtain systematic data on fishing operations, through onboard observers.

Efforts for sea turtles conservation in Brazil began 40 years ago and it is a relevant case of building public
environmental policy (Sales 2017). The TAMAR project was founded in 1980 with the objective of
protecting breeding areas. In 1990, research extended to feeding areas, as soon as first information about
incidental catches appeared. In 2001, a research progmam was launched specifically to assess and
mitigate the accidental catches of sea turtles in this fishery. Onboard observers were trained and pelagic
longline fishing quickly became one of the most monitored in Brazil. This onboard monitoring
contributed decisively to each of the problem management phases: 1) to assess the extent of the
interaction of sea turtles with pelagic longline fishing (Domingo et al. 2016; Sales et al. 2008; Pons et al.
2010); 2) test mitigation measures (Sales et al. 2010); 3) disseminate the results obtained and identify
mitigation measures for the fishing sector; 4) participate in the main national fisheries management fora;
and 5) subsidize Brazilian participation in international conventions (CIT, ICCAT, etc.). These initiatives
culminated in the approval of a specific norm to mitigate the interaction of turtles with pelagic longline
(Portaria 74, 2017). The training and boarding of observers were structuring strategies in the management
of this problem. Without quality information on longline fishing, it would not be possible to achieve
results or face public problem, which has consequences in the ecological, social and economic
dimensions.
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Desafios e perspectivas para monitorizagao e gestao da
pesca de palangre pelagico no Brasil seguindo as capturas
incidentais de tartarugas marinhas

O objetivo deste trabalho foi apresentar a experiéncia brasileira na gestdo do problema: “interagdo de
tartarugas marinhas com a pesca de palangre pelagico”, dando énfase aos desafios de implementar rotinas
de obtenc¢do de dados sistematizados de operacBes de pesca, por meio de observadores de bordo.

Os esforcos para a conservagdo de tartarugas marinhas no Brasil iniciaram-se ha 40 anos e sdo um caso
relevante de construcdo de politica publica ambiental (Sales 2017). Em 1980 foi fundado o Projeto
TAMAR, com objetivo de proteger as areas de reproducdo. Em 1990 a investigacéo estendeu-se as areas
de alimentacéo, logo que surgiram as primeiras informagdes sobre capturas incidentais. Em 2001 teve
inicio um programa de investigacao direcionado especificamente para avaliar e mitigar os impactos desta
pescaria nas tartarugas marinhas. Foram formados observadores de bordo e a pesca de palangre pelagico
passou a ser uma das mais monitorizadas no Brasil. Esta estratégia contribuiu decisivamente para cada
uma das fases da gestdo do problema: 1) avaliar a dimensdo da interagdo das tartarugas marinhas com a
pesca de palangre pelagico (Domingo et al. 2006; Sales et al. 2008; Pons et al. 2010); 2) testar medidas
mitigadoras (Sales et al. 2010); 3) difundir os resultados obtidos e identificar medidas mitigadoras para
0 setor pesqueiro; 4) participar nos principais féruns nacionais de gestdo pesqueira; e 5) subsidiar a
participacdo brasileira em foruns internacionais (CIT, ICCAT, etc). Essas iniciativas culminaram com a
aprovacdo de uma norma especifica para mitigar a interagdo das tartarugas com a pesca de palagre
(Portaria 74 de 2017). A formacdo e o embarque de observadores foram estratégias estruturantes na gestao
deste problema. Sem informacdes de qualidade sobre a pesca de palangre, ndo seria possivel alcancar
resultados nem enfrentar este problema publico, que gera consequéncias nas dimensfes ecolégica, social
e econdmica.

Palavras chave: Captura incidental; TAMAR-tartarugas marinhas; gestdo pesqueira; monitorizacao;
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