
 

 

 

CIDADES, Comunidades e Territórios

Urban design, public space and creative milieus: an international comparative 
approach to informal dynamics in cultural districts1

Pedro Costa2

Ricardo Lopes3

Abstract

Keywords

1. Introduction

                                                           
 

 



 

 
 

et al.

2. Cultural quarters and the “creative milieu”: informal dynamics as drivers for artistic 
vitality

et al. et al

et al.



 

et al.

et al.

3. A brief overview of ten cultural quarters: urban morphology, creative dynamics and 
informality 



 

 
 

et al.

Bairro Alto

Pombalino



 

Gràcia
pueblo

Vila Madalena

                                                           

 

 



 

 
 

Brick Lane

                                                           

 



 

Kreuzberg SO36



 

 
 

Oltrarno

cafés

Beyoglu



 

patisserie café

Le Marais



 

 
 

rrondissement

Capitol Hill (Pike & Pine)

cinemathèque

                                                           
 



 

Akihabara



 

 
 

Figure 1. Bairro Alto, Lisboa, and Grácia, Barcelona



 

Figure 2. Vila Madalena, São Paulo, and Brick Lane, London



 

 
 

Figure 3. Kreuzberg SO36, Berlin, and Oltrarno, Florence



 

Figure 4. Le Marais, Paris, and Beyoglu, Istanbul



 

 
 

Figure 5. Capitol Hill (Pike & Pine), Seatle, and Akihabara, Tokyo 



 

4. A comparative perspective: crucial factors towards the vitality and sustainability of 
urban cultural districts 
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5. Concluding note 
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