
EDITOR’S NOTE

In this edition of “A book and its critics”, we discuss Jos van Beurden’s book 
The Empty Showcase Syndrome: Tough Questions about Cultural Heritage from Colo-
nial Regions (2024), which provocatively addresses the coloniality and postco-
loniality of heritage and art collections, in the framework of ongoing debates 
and conflicts concerning restitution and reparations.


