
Abstract – The authors are currently coordinating a three-year research
project on the changing settlement patterns and ways of life of foreign immigrant
populations located in Spanish rural areas. This article offers a wide academic
literature review, highlighting those issues that have been most studied and those
under-researched or forgotten. Secondly, it approaches the rural areas where there
is a more significant presence of foreign immigrants, offering relevant data and
indicating the main sources of information available for their study. Finally, some
considerations that may be useful for carrying out future research are suggested.
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Resumo – IMIGRAÇÃO ESTRANGEIRA NAS ÁREAS RURAIS E NAS PEQUENAS CIDADES
ESPANHOLAS: SITUAÇÃO ACTUAL E PERSPECTIVAS. Actualmente os autores estão a coor-
denar um projecto de investigação de três anos, sobre as mudanças nos padrões de
distribuição geográfica e as formas de vida da população estrangeira nas áreas
rurais espanholas. Neste artigo fazem uma revisão da bibliografia, sublinhando os
temas mais estudados e aqueles que não foram ainda tratados ou são pouco
conhecidos. Em seguida, fazem uma caracterização das áreas rurais com uma
presença significativa de imigrantes estrangeiros, apresentam dados relevantes e
indicam as principais fontes de informação disponíveis. Finalmente, tecem algu-
mas considerações que podem ser úteis para futuras pesquisas.

Palavras-chave : Imigração em Espanha, áreas rurais, sectores de actividade.
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TOWNS: AN OVERVIEW
Although throughout the last two decades most of the studies on interna-

tional immigration in Spain have been focused on the arrival of foreign immi-
grants in metropolitan or large urban areas, a few authors have also paid
attention to the situation of foreign immigrants beyond the cities’ edges. Thus,
as a first step of an extensive research project, we have been involved in
research on the academic literature dealing with foreign migration into Spanish
rural areas and small towns. The publications found can be grouped into three
large thematic areas:

a) Working and residence conditions of foreign salaried workers in areas
where agriculture is one of the key economic activities;

b) Social stratification processes affecting foreign workers in agriculture;
c) The relation of tourism and Northern European immigrants in coastal

areas, mainly focusing on the factors that attract them, the process of
social integration and the impact on the housing market.

In order to provide an overview, we offer a compilation of bibliographic
references including the geographical areas mostly studied, the authors who
have written on them and the main issues they have tackled so far in this section
of the article.

Most authors have studied the working and residence conditions of foreign
labourers in agriculture, linking them in some cases with ‘integration’ or segre-
gation processes. A number of them have focused on specific rural areas 2, with
Andalusia being one of the most studied regions (See Figure 1). The most studied
territory is the small town of El Ejido and other nearby areas in the Almeria
province (AZURMENDI, 2001; CASTAÑO MADROÑAL, 2000, 2002; CHATTOU, 2000;
CHECA, 1995a, 1995b; CÓZAR VALERO, 1993, 1994; GÓMEZ LÓPEZ, 1993, 1995;
MARTÍN DIAZ et al., 1999; PUMARES et al., 2000; ROQUERO, 1996; RUÍZ, 1995;
SEMPERE SOUVANNAVONG, 2001; SERRANO MARTINEZ, 1993). El Ejido and
surrounding areas (Poniente almeriense) appeared in media headlines in early
2000 due to a social conflict involving Moroccan immigrant workers and other
local residents. These areas are characterised by a very productive and lucrative
intensive agriculture that is partially based on the intensive working conditions
and low salaries of foreigners labouring under greenhouses made of plastic.
Other Andalusian counties that have been studied are the olive orchards of Jaen
(MARTÍNEZ CHICÓN, 2002), the strawberry fields of Huelva and the Northwest
coast of Cádiz (CRUCES ROLDÁN and MARTÍN, 1997; MONTAÑO MEDINA, 2002).

2 In this article, we do not consider the studies on foreign immigrants working in agriculture
within metropolitan areas (for instance, a pioneering agricultural area in hosting immigrants like
Maresme in the Barcelona Metropolitan Area is not taken into account here).
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Fig. 1 – Regional administrative division of Spain and location
of the municipalities and areas quoted in this article.

Fig. 1 – Divisão administrativa regional de Espanha e localização das áreas
e municípios referidos neste artigo.

In the countryside of Extremadura, DOMINGO BARBOLLA (2001) has studied
the Talayuela area, in the province of Cáceres, a territory where foreign immi-
grants working in agriculture are relevant and where internal immigration from
other parts of Extremadura was significant some decades ago. In his study, this
author considers the tobacco plantations’ labour demand as an attraction factor
for Moroccan immigrants.

There are many studies as well on rural areas in Eastern Spain, like the
agricultural fields worked by foreign immigrants in Murcia (BELTRÁN CAMPILLO
and MIÑANO MARTÍNEZ, 1996; GÓMEZ ESPÍN, 1995; PEDONE, 2000; PEDREÑO
CÁNOVAS, 1999; SEMPERE SOUVANNAVONG, 2001; SERRANO MARTÍNEZ, 1993) and in
a few areas in the Valencia region, like the Castelló plain and the Oriola Valley
(AVELLÁ, 1991a, 1991b, 1992; GIMÉNEZ, 1994; JABARDO VELASCO, 1993; VIRUELA
MARTÍNEZ, 1993). Among these studies, we highlight a couple of them because
they deal with under-researched issues: the piece of work written by PEDONE
(2000) is focused on international migrant workers networks and the article of

SOURCE: own elaboration.
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PEDREÑO CÁNOVAS (1999) examines the relations between the labour structure
and the agro-industrial sector.

In Catalonia, the pioneering rural areas in hosting foreign immigrant
workers were the Lleida plain (FUENTES BOTARGUES et al., 1988) and specific
counties in the province of Girona, like La Selva (CRESPO and LÓPEZ, 1995) or
Empordà (HOGGART and MENDOZA, 1999; MENDOZA, 1998). The Lleida province
became a pioneer in establishing special triangular agreements between govern-
ments, workers’ trade unions and agriculturalist employers associations for
organising the labour contracts for African and South American immigrants
during the harvest season. The province of Girona has become a reference in
foreign immigration issues. In the late 1980s the first adults’ school especially
created for African immigrants in Spain was set up in Santa Coloma de Farners
(the Samba Kubally school) and in 1992 a joint effort of several NGOs from
diverse localities in Girona launched a Manifesto that was later used by the
Catalan and Spanish governments in the making of the Immigrants Integration
Plans (MORÉN-ALEGRET, 2002). More recently, it is the arrival of foreign labourers
in the Ebro river valley of Southern Catalonia (BLANCH SEDÓ, 2001; GARCÍA COLL
et al., 2002).

Other publications deal with working and residence conditions of foreign
labourers in agriculture as well, but studying wider geographical areas as well
as the Mediterranean side of Spain (AVELLÀ and GARCÍA, 1995; BERLAN, 1987).
Just a couple of authors have examined the arrival of foreign immigrants in
agricultural areas of Spain as a whole, except for simply taking into account
those who are temporary labourers in this case (GOZÁLVEZ PÉREZ and LÓPEZ
TRIGAL, 1999). UBALDO MARTÍNEZ VEIGA (1997) is one of the few academics having
compared the working situation of foreign immigrants in a variety of agricul-
tural areas (including rural and metropolitan ones) like El Ejido, El Maresme or
La Vega Baixa del Segura, to the situation in a mining area like El Bierzo, and
to the characteristics of a large metropolitan area like Madrid, where domestic
services and the construction industry have been the usual sectors of employment.

Taking into account other aspects of foreign immigrants working in agri-
culture beyond the labour dynamics, there are a few studies on social stratifica-
tion processes in rural areas. SUÁREZ NAVAZ (1998) has analysed the impact of
neo-liberal capitalist legislation and the subsequent police control in the strati-
fication of local social relations in an agricultural valley in the province of
Granada. IZCARA PALACIOS (2002) has studied how useful the concept of ‘under-
class’ could be to understand both the increasing presence of foreign workers in
Spanish agriculture and the still significant number of Spanish temporary agri-
cultural labourers.

Even if today people living in rural areas work in a variety of economic
sectors and not just in agriculture, there are just a few studies that have analysed
foreign immigrants’ involvement in other jobs outside of agriculture as well as
their participation in daily life activities beyond the labour market. Thus, excep-
tional among the studies on Spanish rural areas is the work of MIQUEL NOVAJRA
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(1996) who carried out an anthropological study of the Moroccan population in
Sa Pobla, a village on the island of Majorca, in relation to the rest of the local
society. His work included social intervention by a workers’ trade union and the
social services of the local government. More recently, FARJAS BONET (2002) has
studied Gambian immigration in small towns like Banyoles and Olot (Girona),
also paying attention to a variety of social issues.

On the other hand, publications linking tourism and foreign immigration
from wealthier countries are relatively hard to find. Thus, the work of RAÚL
LARDÍES BOSQUE (1999, 2000) on the settlement of Northwestern European
immigrants in Catalan tourist areas located beyond the Barcelona metropolitan
region is exceptional as well. Other works on this kind of immigration have
been focused on more urbanised areas like the Costa del Sol in Andalusia (BARKE
and FRANCE, 1996; BETTY and CAHILL, 1998; EATON, 1995; RODRÍGUEZ RODRÍGUEZ
et al., 1998a, 1998b; NATERA RIVAS, 1995; O’REILLY, 1995), and the southern
coast of Alicante (CASADO DÍAZ, 1999, 2000). At the same time, other works have
examined this issue, taking into account a wider geographical perspective (KING
et al., 2000, 1998; KING et al., 1999; WARNES, 1991; WARNES et al., 1999;
WILLIAMS et al., 1997).

In summary, there is a lack of studies willing to examine the whole picture
of the foreign immigrants’ labour market insertion in Spanish rural areas. Thus,
in the next section of this article, we analyse relevant statistical data available in
order to better understand what is currently occurring in these territories.

II. TERRITORIAL DISTRIBUTION, SOURCES OF INFORMATION AND
EMPLOYMENT OF FOREIGN IMMIGRANTS IN SPANISH RURAL
AREAS AND SMALL TOWNS
1. The spatial presence of foreign immigrants in Spain
Spain has had until recently one of the lowest levels of foreign presence

when compared to other Western European countries. Since the 1980s, the
percentage of foreigners has been increasing, especially during the 1990s, and
in 2000 there was a quantitative leap. The more recent figure available (2002)
places the percentage of foreigners at the highest level ever, 3.2%. The total
volume of foreign residents in Spain was 1,324,001, according to the data
provided by the Dirección General de Policía 3. This increase has been produced,
in part, due to the results of the regularisation process undertaken between
2000-2001 and the recent reform of the Foreigners Law.

3 It includes Residence Permits for non-EU foreigners and Identity Cards for EU citizens (see
www.idescat.es).
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A detailed spatial analysis displays the uneven concentration pattern of
foreign immigrants in Spain (See Fig. 2). The maximum levels of concentration,
both in relative and absolute numbers, are located in the following three areas:

a) The Mediterranean coast from the French border to Gibraltar. The
Mediterranean shore includes the main Spanish tourist resorts (key
points for the service and construction activities linked to tourism) that
have attracted a diverse flow of immigrants looking, among other
things, for some specific climate and housing conditions. This area also
concentrates some of the most populated and economical dynamic areas
in the country in terms of industry and commerce, such as Barcelona,
Valencia, Alicante, Tarragona, etc. Some of the most intensive, produc-
tive and export-oriented agricultural areas of Spain can be found there,
with the agro-industrial areas of Murcia and Almeria topping the list
and, to a lesser extent, some areas in Catalonia and Valencia.

b) The Balearic and Canary Islands. They have some of the most dynamic
labour markets in terms of capacity to create jobs in Spain but have
constituted the main point of attraction for foreigners coming from the
Northern and Western European countries – including retired people,
businesspeople, young working students, – and so on, looking for some
special climatic, environmental and social characteristics.

Fig. 2 – Percentage of foreigners at the municipality level, 2001.
Fig. 2 – Percentagem de estrangeiros por concelho, 2001.
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c) The metropolitan area of Madrid. The capital of Spain and its surround-
ing area is the most populated territory in the country.

d) The Ebro river valley. Wine production and a variety of fruit crops
together with a growing industrial and services dynamism have attracted
foreign immigrants to work in the Rioja-Navarra-Zaragoza-Lleida axis.

e) Finally, in some enclaves of intensive agriculture in Western and South-
western Spain. In the strawberry fields in Huelva, the tobacco fields in
Cáceres, as well as in the mining region of Leon, many African and East-
ern European immigrants earn a living.

Consequently, the presence of foreign immigrants in non-metropolitan
areas is quite significant. Another approach to the distribution of foreigners
according to the settlement size is provided in Table 1. The main absolute
volume of foreigners is concentrated in the main cities (more than 100,000
inhabitants), hosting almost half of the foreign population established in Spain
in 2001. But if we compare the distribution of the total population and the

Table 1 – Distribution of foreign population (five main nationalities)
according to size of settlement, 2001.

Quadro 1 – Distribuição da população estrangeira (cinco principais nacionali-
dades), por dimensão das localidades, 2001.

Volume United
Population Foreigners Morocco Ecuador Colombia Kingdom Germany

More than 100,000 inhab. 16,451,485 689,203 76,483 135,293 86,235 12,670 13,252
50,000 to 100,000 inhab. 04,231,284 172,404 40,633 017,817 18,036 09,675 06,373
25,000 to 50,000 inhab. 04,101,219 185,902 26,058 015,959 18,760 22,011 12,661
10,000 to 25,000 inhab. 06,411,972 257,192 52,616 024,877 19,764 23,278 21,312
5000 to 10,000 inhab. 03,497,229 120,140 23,446 010,843 7596 12,915 13,276
2000 to 5000 inhab. 03,160,725 083,158 15,903 6793 5636 8341 6734
1000 to 2000 inhab. 01,424,139 034,165 7727 2535 2178 2887 2345
Less than 1000 inhab. 01,569,318 029,853 5006 2348 1891 3083 2064
Total 40,847,371 1,572,017 247,872 216,465 160,096 94,860 78,017
Percentage
More than 100,000 inhab. 40.3 43.8 30.9 62.5 53.9 13.4 17.0
50,000 to 100,000 inhab. 10.4 11.0 16.4 8.2 11.3 10.2 8.2
25,000 to 50,000 inhab. 10.0 11.8 10.5 7.4 11.7 23.2 16.2
10,000 to 25,000 inhab. 15.7 16.4 21.2 11.5 12.3 24.5 27.3
5000 to 10,000 inhab. 8.6 7.6 9.5 5.0 4.7 13.6 17.0
2000 to 5000 inhab. 7.7 5.3 6.4 3.1 3.5 8.8 8.6
1000 to 2000 inhab. 3.5 2.2 3.1 1.2 1.4 3.0 3.0
Less than 1000 inhab. 3.8 1.9 2.0 1.1 1.2 3.3 2.6
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
SOURCE: Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Census 2001.
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distribution of the foreign population, it is possible to see the parallelism
between both columns of figures. Nevertheless, the smallest the towns are home
the lowest levels of foreigners. This effect is produced by the dualism in the
concentration of foreigners in municipalities with less than 10,000 inhabitants.
This kind of municipality is one of the main destinations for foreign populations,
but at the same time, in a high number of them, there is a low or absolutely no
presence of foreigners. Another interesting factor that is possible to notice in the
abovementioned table refers to different distribution patterns according to
nationality. Foreigners from Great Britain and Germany – the main nationalities
looking for a specific niche of the housing market in tourist resorts and rural
areas – show a higher presence in the less populated municipalities than other
nationalities, which are more concentrated in the country’s main cities.

But if we focus our attention on the municipalities with a higher concen-
tration of foreign populations, the results are quite interesting (Table 2). We
have only considered the municipalities with more than 15% of foreign popula-
tion over the total population (112 municipalities). Only eight of them have
more than 25,000 inhabitants and, if we consider the official definition of ‘urban
area’ in Spain (municipalities with more than 10,000 inhabitants), the number
rises to 23.

Table 2 – Distribution of foreign population according to the settlement size
(only municipalities with a foreign population that comprises more than 15%

of the total population), 2001.
Quadro 2 – Distribuição da população estrangeira por dimensão da localidade
(incluindo apenas aquelas cuja população estrangeira representa mais de 15% da

população total), 2001.
Percentage of

Volume of foreigners in the
Population Foreigners Municipalities total population

More than 25,000 inhab. 336,342 72,123 8 21.4
10,000 to 25,000 inhab. 230,793 54,984 15 23.8
5.000 to 10,000 inhab. 132,424 34,886 18 26.3
2000 to 5000 inhab. 050,875 12,902 16 25.3
1000 to 2000 inhab. 016,916 4263 11 25.2
Less than 1000 inhab. 017,163 4295 44 25.0
Total 784,513 183,453 112 23.4
SOURCE: Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Census 2001.

In Spain, the municipalities with the highest rates of foreigners are mostly
villages and small towns home to less than 10,000 inhabitants. These localities
are mainly concentrated in the provinces of Alicante, Málaga, Las Palmas,
Tenerife, Balearic Islands, Murcia and Almería. Thus the key area hosting the
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highest number of foreigners includes the territory all along the Mediterranean
coastline and the islands, where a high concentration of tourism and intensive
agriculture exist, and where there is a housing market addressed to Western
European foreigners.

Our working hypothesis is that the economic dynamism of some Spanish
rural areas is making them less dependent on agriculture. However, as it will be
shown below, the available updated statistical data helps little in testing such a
hypothesis.

2. The statistical sources of information on foreign workers and labour
market in the Spanish rural areas and small towns: problems and bias

The statistical sources on foreign populations in Spain significantly under-
estimate the level and problems. These difficulties grow if we try to focus the
study at the municipal level. The two statistical sources that provide specific
information on foreign populations at this level for Spain as a whole are the
Estadística de Permisos de Trabajo Concedidos a Extranjeros (Statistics of Labour
Permits Granted to Foreigners) and Estadística de Afiliados Extranjeros en la
Seguridad Social (Statistics of Foreign Workers Enrolled in Social Security).
Both databases provide an annual record of the number of foreign workers in
the Spanish labour market. However, as it is obvious, they hide an important
group of foreigners with jobs in the informal economic sector. Furthermore,
the statistical data on labour permits provides only information for non-EU
foreigners, due to the fact that only they need a labour and residence permit.
Thus it offers a partial picture of the foreign workers in the labour market.

The statistical data on enrolment in Social Security is more updated and
the information provided is more accurate than the abovementioned statistics.
However, its main problem is that it only offers data for Spain as a whole and at
the provincial level, but not for the municipal level (See Table 3).

It is impossible to consider the structure and the incidence of foreigners in
local labour markets, and we do not have a complete and accurate picture of
rural labour markets and the insertion of foreign workers. Only the 2001
Census, which covers the whole range of municipalities, provides detailed infor-
mation about the socio-demographic and occupational characteristics of the
foreigners residing in the more than 8000 municipalities that comprise the
Spanish local administrative division. Unfortunately, the great volume of data
and the slow process of codifying and publishing this information makes access
to it impossible at the moment.

Apart from the analysis of general statistical data offered by statewide
agencies, there are other ways of knowing what are the main economic sectors
in which foreign immigrants work in Spanish rural areas. One of them is by
means of interviews with key informants, like trade union members active in
these territories, and another one is consulting local surveys carried out by local
institutions.
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Table 3 – Distribution of foreign workers in the Spanish labour market
according to occupation (31/12/03).

Quadro 3 – Distribuição sectorial dos trabalhadores estrangeiros no mercado
de trabalho espanhol (31/12/2003).

Volume Percentage Percentage in total labour force
Agriculture 117,698 14.2 9.1
Industry 75,302 9.1 2.8
Construction 128,185 15.4 7.0
Services 510,033 61.3 4.9
Unknown 440 0.1 3.6

831,658 100.0 5.2
10 occupations with higher volume of foreign workers
Construction 128,185 15.4 7.0
Hotels and restaurants 121,057 14.6 11.5
Agriculture 117,698 14.2 9.1
Business activities 96,576 11.6 4.5
Domestic service 85,694 10.3 40.1
Retail trade 60,649 7.3 3.5
Wholesale trade 38,595 4.6 4.3
Education 19,848 2.4 4.0
Cultural and social activities 17,669 2.1 4.2
Food industry 14,626 1.8 4.1
Other activities 131,061 15.8 2.3
SOURCE: Ministerio de Trabajo y Seguridad Social.

3. Labour and immigration in a specific rural area: the case of Alt Camp
County (Tarragona)

According to EDUARDO MOYANO (1997, 2000), it is possible to distinguish
between, on one hand, the self-employed farmers and employers’ organisations
(Coordinadora de Agricultores y Ganaderos (COAG), Asociación Agraria de
Jóvenes Agricultores (ASAJA), and Unión de Pequeños Agricultores y Ganaderos
(UPA) are the main ones in Spain on the whole) and, on the other hand, the
salaried agricultural labourers’ organisations that comprise a significant
number of people in Andalusia and Extremadura alone (SOC, Comisiones
Obreras del Campo and FTT are the main ones). The first group is composed
both of medium and large landowners with a capitalist-oriented strategy mainly
represented by the ASAJA (defenders of a vertical integration of production in
agro-industrial complexes) on one hand and, on the other hand, small family
farmers mainly represented by COAG and UPA (defending a horizontal inte-
gration of agriculture with other complementary activities like agro-tourism,
environmental activities, etc.).

However, we can also increasingly locate the presence of several branches
of the general trade union councils in rural areas (the main ones in Spain are
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Comisiones Obreras (CCOO) and Unión General de Trabajadores (UGT)). In this
way, we can see again that agriculture is no longer the main source of employ-
ment in some rural areas. One such area is the county of Alt Camp, in the
province of Tarragona. This territory is included in Leader+, a European Union
program for rural development, but agriculture is no longer the main employer
there. According to Carme Nuez (member of CCOO in Alt Camp) and Joan Gili
(member of UGT in Alt Camp) 4, there has been an expansion of industry and
construction in this county and other areas of inland Catalonia, and a significant
number of foreign immigrants have been attracted to these economic sectors.

In fact, Alt Camp County is also an area with its own County Plan for Immi-
grants’ Integration (these kinds of plans are promoted by the Catalan govern-
ment in some counties). One of the activities carried out by local institutions
within the framework of this plan is a survey of foreign immigrants in order to
analyse their integration. Therefore, in July 2001, members of a local founda-
tion known as “Casa Caritat” interviewed over a hundred foreign immigrants,
asking for personal data – family situation, degree of settlement, civic participa-
tion, labour situation, legal status and area of residence 5. However, the sample
only included persons from Northwest Africa (Morocco and Algeria), Latin
America and Asia, the most common geographical origins among foreign immi-
grants in Alt Camp County.

If we focus on their labour situation (see Table 4), we find that a high
number of immigrants work, although there is a significant number that do not
answer this question, probably due to precariousness and the temporary jobs
they can find.

Table  4 – Foreign immigrants’ labour situation in Alt Camp, 2001.
Quadro 4 – Situação perante o trabalho da população imigrante de Alt Camp, 2001.

Labour situation Men Women Total
Employed 29 3 32
Unemployed 4 2 6
Student 8 5 13
Homemaker 0 27 27
Do not know/No response 22 7 29
Total 63 44 107
SOURCE: Pla Comarcal d’Integració dels Immigrants de l’Alt Camp, 178.

This table also suggests that many foreign immigrant women are not involved in
the labour market and their contribution to the family activities is via home-

4 These interviews were made in fieldwork carried out in Alt Camp County from November
2002 to May 2003.

5 Among the variety of data offered by the Alt Camp’s County Plan for Immigrants’ Integra-
tion, there are tables in which the sample is composed of 107 individuals and other tables in which
the sample is composed of 114 individuals.
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making. On the other hand, most men are active in the labour market and no
one among them states that his main profession is homemaking.

Furthermore, if we analyse the economic activities where the involvement
of foreign immigrants has been more common (see Table 5), it is possible to
discern that agriculture is the sector hosting most individuals (41 of those inter-
viewed). However, if we group together the number of foreign immigrants work-
ing in the industrial sector (17) and the building industry (23), the figure is
almost the same (40 of those interviewed). The third sector, which includes
hotels, domestic services and other services, hosted 33 persons.

Table 5 – Distribution of foreign immigrants per employment sector
in Alt Camp, 2001.

Quadro 5 – Distribuição da população imigrante de Alt Camp por sector
de actividade, 2001.

Sector of Activity Men Women Total
Agriculture 36 5 41
Industry 15 2 17
Construction 23 0 23
Hotel services 2 3 5
Domestic services 0 3 3
Other services 4 18 22
Ambulant commerce 2 1 3
Total 82 32 114

SOURCE: Pla Comarcal d’Integració dels Immigrants de l’Alt Camp, 178.

This data also illustrates a certain gender specialisation: agriculture, industry
and construction are the sectors in which most foreign immigrant men are
involved, while most women work in the service sector.

In summary, even if agriculture is still a key economic activity for foreign
immigrants in some rural areas, in counties like Alt Camp today other economic
sectors also attract a high number of foreign people.

III. FINAL CONSIDERATIONS
This article has offered an overview of the academic studies dealing with

the arrival of foreign immigrants in Spanish rural areas, an analysis of the avail-
able statistical data that can shed some light on their distribution across the
country and their economic activities, and an approach to their situation in a
specific rural area. Thus the main objectives of the Spanish-wide research that
we are coordinating at this moment are the study of issues related to these kinds
of territories that have not been studied or are understudied and that would

32 Ricard Morén-Alegret & Miguel Solana



require special data gathering via fieldwork and specific research on the 2001
Population Census data. Some of the most relevant ones compiled are as
follows:
a) Foreigner migration into rural areas is a complex issue. It is necessary to

avoid considering agriculture as the unique sector of employment in which
foreign immigrants residing in these areas work. In Spain, agriculture is a
key economic sector that attracts foreign labourers, but it is not the only
one. Tourism and other services, industry and construction are expanding
sectors in some rural areas and small towns.

b) The relation between foreign immigrants and housing is becoming a
crucial issue, especially in tourist areas. On the one hand, the arrival of
Northern European immigrants may be raising housing prices and creat-
ing exclusive niches in which native people cannot afford living. On the
other hand, some foreign workers from poorer countries may be forced to
accept accommodation in very poor condition. This fact may contribute to
making the improvement of social life in certain areas difficult.

c) The involvement of agricultural organisations, trade unions and other asso-
ciations in the social integration and labour market insertion in rural areas
is very relevant. Most studies on immigrants’ associative issues have been
focused on metropolitan contexts. Thus, it is useful to study the ambivalent
position of certain rural residents both as workers and employers, and how
they collectively defend their interests.

d) Governmental policies and social organisational processes related to the
arrival of immigrant populations in rural areas (governance and immigra-
tion) should be examined. Among other questions to be explored, it has to
be noted that since the early 1990s governmental policy on foreign immi-
gration in Spain has been characterised, among other aspects, by the quota
system. A significant part of the jobs offered through these quotas for
foreign workers were specifically addressed to agriculture and domestic
services, where labour offer and demand do not often match. It will be
useful to explore to what extent the number of foreign workers included in
these quotas are related to the needs expressed by local social agents,
economic organisations and public institutions in rural areas.

e) Rural people’s identity is affected by significant changes and the settlement
of foreigners. At the same time, foreigners’ identity is also affected by
migration into a new land. In this sense, migration networks relating
foreign people with Spanish urban and rural places have to be taken into
account. Today it is especially crucial to unveil this identity game in order
to facilitate their coexistence.

f) One of the key assets of rural areas is their landscape. Understanding how
population changes are related to landscape transformations may
contribute to a better organisation of the territory. This also includes the
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study of how diverse social groups daily relate with the natural surround-
ing local environment according to their geographical background.

g) Finally, as a transversal question, it is important to examine how the logics
of social integration, systemic integration and habitat integration are
affecting the rural population as a whole, including immigrants.
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